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Ranger Programs
Join a park ranger for a
guided hike, evening slide
show, talk, or workshop on

Big Bend's natural and cultural
history. These free programs are offered daily.
Consult the Interpretive Activities Schedule
posted on visitor center and campground
bulletin boards for more information.

The Chisos Mountains Lodge,
operated by Forever Resorts
Inc., is located in the Chisos
Basin at 5,400 feet elevation.

The lodge offers a variety of rooms and co t -
tages, plus a gift shop and dining room. For
reservations, please call (432) 477-2291 or
2292.

Lodging
There are NO banking facilities
in Big Bend National Park. The
nearest banking/ATM services
are located in Study Butte, 26

miles west of park headquarters. Most stores
accept major credit cards; however, some lo-
cal services accept only cash. It is advisable to
have small bills ($1, $5, $10, $20) since larger
bills are often difficult to change.

Banking

$

The National Park Service op-
erates campgrounds at Rio
Grande Village, the Chisos Ba-

sin, and Castolon. The cost is $10.00 per night
for a site.  Campsite fees can be paid in US
currency, personal checks, or credit card.

Camping is also available at primitive
backcountry campsites in the Chisos Moun-
tains and along backcountry roads. High -
clearance or 4-wheel drive vehicles are nec-
essary to reach most road sites. Backcountry
permits are required and can be obtained in
person at park visitor centers up to 24 hours
in advance.

Camping areas are often full during the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, as well
as during spring break in March or April.

Camping

All park campgrounds can accommodate trailers and RVs, but vehicle lengths
have a great deal to do with safely reaching the campground and finding a
suitable space.

The only hookups available in Big Bend National Park are at Rio Grande Village in the 25-site,
Rio Grande Village RV Park operated by Big Bend Resorts, Inc. Although there is no size
restriction, your vehicle must be equipped with water and electrical hookups as well as a three-
inch sewer connection. Register at the store. No advance reservations.

Near the RV park is the 100-site Rio Grande Village Campground operated by the National
Park Service. Although there are no hookups, water, flush toilets, and a dump station are
available. Set in a large grove of cottonwoods, the campground is adjacent to the Rio Grande.
Many of the sites are pull-throughs. Generator use is limited: from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm daily.
A no-generator use area is also designated.

The 63-site Chisos Basin Campground is rugged and hilly. The sites are small and most are not
suited to recreational vehicles or trailers. The road to the Basin is steep and curvy, especially at
Panther Pass—the road’s highest point. The road into the campground is a 15 percent grade.
Trailers longer than 20 feet and RVs longer than 24 feet are not recommended.

Cottonwood Campground, near Castolon, offers pit toilets and potable water, but no hookups
or dump station. Cottonwood is a NO-generator campground.

Big Bend's unpaved roads are generally unsuitable for RV's and trailers. Overnight
camping in any primitive site requires a backcountry permit, obtained in person at park
visitor centers up to 24 hours in advance.

Tent Camping Trailers & RV’s

Birdwatching

Chisos Basin

Cottonwood

Rio Grande
Village RV

Rio Grande
Village

Elevation Sites Facilities Registration

5,401 ft

2,169 ft

1,850 ft

1,850 ft

63

31

100

25

Flush Toilets,
Dump Station

Pit Toilets,
No Generators

Flush Toilets,
Dump Station

Full Hookups

Self-pay station

Self-pay station

Self-pay station

Inquire at RGV
Camper's Store

Park Campgrounds
Nightly

Fees:

$10.00*

$10.00*

$10.00*

Starts at
$18.00

Comments

Surrounded by rocky cliffs.
Many hiking trails nearby.

In a cottonwood grove
along the river. Grassy sites.
Good birding.

Largest campground.
Shady sites. Laundromat
and showers nearby.

Concession-operated.
Adjacent to RGV store.

* $5.00 with Golden Age or Golden Access Passport

General Information

While it is true that the incred-
ible diversity of the spring mi-
gration will not be equaled dur-

ing the late summer and fall, the months
from July through November in Big Bend
National Park still have much to offer to the
birder. Consider that many “specialty” spe-
cies wander away from their normal nesting
range after breeding (July & August). This
phenomenon, called post-breeding dis-
persal, may produce rarities including
white-eared hummingbirds, sulphur-bellied
flycatchers, and red-faced warblers, all re-
view species in Texas. If the possibility of
rarities like these doesn’t excite you, keep in
mind that on the heels of the post-breeding
dispersal comes the beginning of the fall mi-
gration.

Moving at a more leisurely pace and lasting
longer, generally from mid- August to early
December, the fall migration is not as spec-
tacular as that of the spring, but the poten-
tial still exists for surprises. Last year, a well
documented mountain chickadee seen in
September moved that species from the
ranks of the hypothetical to the main park
list. Fall can also be the season of the second
chance. Warblers missed in the spring
sometimes show up again in the fall, includ-
ing hermit, black-throated green and
Townsend’s warblers. Hummingbird diver-
sity is at its peak during the early fall with
up to twelve species possible, ranging from
the tiny calliope to the “bomber” blue-
throated. The challenge of this season is
identifying birds in faded adult or confusing
juvenile plumage.

Patience, a good field guide, and knowledge
of where to look are the keys to locating the
birds of Big Bend. A checklist of birds is
available for purchase at any visitor center
and is a great aid in determining which spe-
cies are likely and the habitats where they
are found. A visit to all the key habitats will
provide the best opportunities to see birds
and to build a “Big Bend List.”

While “listing” is a legitimate and fun activ-
ity, keep in mind that many of the species
that are the source of your enjoyment are
members of populations in decline. Habitat
destruction and degradation on both the
wintering and breeding grounds are bring-
ing many of these birds to the brink. You
can help in several ways: tread softly in
fragile habitat areas, taking care not to
damage water sources. Don’t disturb birds
with excessive noise or intrusive attempts at
photography. Please share your observa-
tions with us, particularly of rare and acci-
dental species. Your detailed reports be-
come part of the record and can be an aid
to researchers. Enjoy the birds of fall, and
do all that you can to ensure their return.

Campsite Reservations
Forty-three (43) sites at Rio Grande Village campground and
twenty-six (26) sites at the Chisos Basin campground are
reservable from November 15th to April 15th each year. Visitors may
contact ReserveUSA year round to make reservations for the period
of November 15th through April 15th of each year. All remaining
campsites in these two campgrounds and the entire Cottonwood
campground remain on the first-come first-serve basis.

Groups of 10 or more are eligible to reserve a spot in one of the
park’s Group campsites at the Rio Grande Village, Chisos Basin,
and Cottonwood Campgrounds.  Group sites are reservable year
round and reservations may be made 360 days in advance. Reser-
vations for Rio Grande Village and the Chisos Basin campgrounds
family-type sites may be made 240 days in advance.

The only showers and laundry facilities in the park
are located at the Rio Grande Village store.

Campsite reservations may be made through the Internet: www.reserveusa.com, or by calling 1-877-444-6777.
Big Bend National Park cannot make reservations.
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